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by  every  one  to  be   delightfully   simple  and dignified.
While Fanny is away, we are having her vegetable-garden much enlarged, and everything looks thriving. The asparagus grows particularly well, though it will be some time before it is old enough to be of use; but we have plenty of onions and egg-plants and tomatoes, and both red and green peppers, and a kind of bean that I have not seen before. The barbedinesl are nearly ripe, and are delicious both in tarts and eaten with sugar and claret; and there are oranges and limes in all stages, some of the latter newly in blossom, so that I fancy there will not be any period of the year when we shall be wholly without them. This is a great boon, as fruit is almost indispensable in this climate. As yet we have not very many flowers; in fact we have not done more than plant a few slips from time to time; but there are pink and crimson monthly roses, quantities of the beautiful crimson hibiscus, a sort of three-ply white convolvulus, tuberoses, and a bright scarlet flower like a salvia. There are one or two other blooming plants of which I don't know the names, but these are the most plentiful and striking. As we have also a great many beautifully variegated leaves, and any number of ferns, there is never any lack for table decoration ; and I have no doubt that Fanny will
1 A variety of Passiflora.